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in 1207 all                    to do         the             in
specified          or                                         to
in Westminster on a day nannd to give advice aLout
coinage and to         the king's command; in         a sum-
mons was         to all the ports in England containing
various directions           shipping and ordering that the
reeve with "two of the more discreet        v;< alt hit r men"
of each port be at Portsmouth on a day narru-d to rnxet
the king or Ms commissioners         to answer cai;'.'Stion5
and show what had been          in each port ani-nt the
king's   commands.   We   are   watching   such   practices
because we know that years afterwards they led to pro-
found                in England's central assembly, but it is
obvious that anything of                     the farthest from
the thought of                              Two           of concen-
tration in 1213 have          much discussed because
recently they have         thought the earliest and because
they have               especially In the line of Hetase-of-
Commons development.   On July 21, John, who had
been released from                                the day bifore,
summoned the reeve and four lawful men from certain
of his demesne vills throughout the counties of England
to meet at St. Albans on August 4 to           the damages
and losses which the church         suffered at his hands.
Undoubtedly only those vills were concerned which
had charge of the confiscated property,          of which
been seized by the king in 1208.   The
men would be serving as Juries of                   in
and it was evidently thought            to                    the
juries in this nation-wide Investigation          to get
statements in their several localities.   The fact         the
meeting probably was not held          not detract
from Its interest; It was certainly In mind, and         a
broad and Important application of the concentration
method.*   The other         is from November,           this
writ was Issued;
* The chroniclers are silent about the meeting, a kind of meeting the
monkish, writers would have been almost certain to mention, and later in